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INTRODUCTION

General Remarks—The tenth edition of Chart No. 1, Nautical Chart Symbols Abb-
reviations and Terms incorporates the symbols contained in the International Hydrogra-
phic Organization (IHO) Chart 1 (INT 1).The various sections comprising the Table of Con-
tents follow the sequence presented in INT 1; therefore the numbering system in this
publication follows the standard format approved and adopted by the IHO.

Where appropriate, each page lists separately the current preferred U.S. symbols shown
on charts of the National Ocean Service (NOS) and the National Imagery and Mapping
Agency (NIMA). Also shown in separate columns are the IHO symbols and symbols used
on foreign charts reproduced by NIMA.

This edition includes a schematic layout of a typical page showing what kind of infor-
mation each column presents. In addition, a typical layout of an NOS chart is shown
(Section A); a page outlining tidal levels and other charted tidal data has also been
included (Section H).

For more information on the use of the chart, the practice of navigation, chart sounding
datum, and visual and audible aids to navigation, the user should refer to NIMA Pub.
No. 9, American Practical Navigator (Bowditch).

Tide and current data is contained in the Tide Tables and Tidal Current Tables.Detailed
information on lights, buoys, and beacons is available in the Coast Guard Light List
and NIMA List of Lights. In addition, color plates of the U.S. Aids to Navigation System
and the Uniform State Waterway Marking System are contained in the Coast Guard
Light Lists.

Other important information that cannot be shown conveniently on the nautical chart
can be found in the U.S. Coast Pilots and NIMA Sailing Directions.

Metric Charts and Feet/Fathom Charts —In January, 1972 the United States began
producing a limited number of nautical charts in meters. Since then, some charts have
been issued with soundings and contours in meters; however, for some time to come
there will still be many charts on issue depicting sounding units in feet or fathoms.
Modified reproductions of foreign charts are being produced retaining the sounding unit
value of the country of origin. The sounding unit is stated in bold type outside the border
of every chart and inthe chart title

Soundings — The sounding datum reference is stated in the chart title. In all cases the
unit of depth used is shown in the chart title and in the border of the chart in bold type.

Drying Heights— On rocks and banks that cover and uncover, the elevations shown are
above the sounding datum, as stated in the chart title.

Shoreline — Shoreline shown on charts represents the line of contact between the land
and a selected water elevation. In areas affected by tidal fluctuation, this line of contact
is usually the mean high-water line. In confined coastal waters of diminished tidal
influence, a mean water level line may be used. The shoreline of interior waters (rivers,
lakes) is usually aline representing a specified elevation above a selected datum.
Shoreline is symbolized by a heavy line (Section C1).
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